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     The Canadian Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall will be making its first stop in 
South Dakota in November. This inaugural visit will take place over Veterans Day 
weekend at the Redlin Art Center in Watertown.      
     The Canadian Vietnam Veterans Memorial, also called the "North Wall", pays 
tribute to the 133 Canadians confirmed killed in the Vietnam War while serving 
with the U.S. Armed Forces. These names include seven "Missing in Action". 
The purpose of the "North Wall" Memorial is to: 
- Honor the Canadians who followed their conscience and fought for freedom in 
the Vietnam War. 
- Educate and raise public awareness of Canadians participation in the Vietnam 
War. 
- Stimulate the spirit of patriotism in Canada. 
     The Canadian Vietnam Veterans Memorial will be on display inside the Redlin 
Art Center from Friday, 
November 8, 2019 
through Monday, Novem-
ber 11, 2019. Admission 
to the Redlin Art Center to 
view the Memorial Wall is 
free. 
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Va improves information 

sharing with community 

care providers 
     The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) will implement new procedures by January 2020, for shar-
ing medical information for Veterans accessing health care in the community. 
     The Department is changing its procedures for electronic health information sharing in accordance with 
Section 132 of the VA Maintaining Internal Systems and Strengthening Integrated Outside Networks Act of 
2018 (MISSION Act). 
     “The MISSION Act gives veterans greater access to care, whether at VA facilities or in the community,” 
said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “We are providing seamless access to care, improving efficiency and help-
ing to ensure veterans get the care 
they need, where and when they 
need it.”   
     The change moves the VA from 
an ‘opt-in’ to an ‘opt-out’ model of 
electronic health information shar-
ing. Veterans will no longer be re-
quired to provide signed, written 
authorization for the VA to release 
electronic health information to 
community providers for the pur-
poses of receiving medical treat-
ment. 
     The VA shares health information with community providers using a secure and safe electronic system 
called the Veterans Health Information Exchange. This electronic exchange of information improves patient 
safety — particularly during emergency situations — and allows for improved care coordination for veter-
ans receiving care in the community.   
     Veterans who do not want their health information shared electronically can opt out by submitting VA 
Form 10-10164 (opt out of sharing) to the Release of Information Office at the nearest VA medical center 
now or at any time going forward. Veterans who previously opted out on VA Form 10-0484 prior to Sept. 
30, do not need to submit new forms. However, veterans who restricted what information the VA shared 
by submitting VA Form 10-0525 (restriction request) will need to opt out entirely by submitting Form 10-
10164.  
    The VA is committed to protecting veteran privacy. Only community health care providers and organiza-
tions that have partnership agreements with the VA and are part of the VA’s approved, trusted network 
may receive VA health information. 
     For information about VA’s health information exchange visit www.va.gov/vler.  
  

https://www.va.gov/communitycare/
https://missionact.va.gov/
https://www.va.gov/VLER/vler-health-exchange-registration-guide.asp
https://www.va.gov/VLER/vler-health-exchange-registration-guide.asp
https://www.va.gov/vaforms/form_detail.asp?FormNo=0525
http://www.va.gov/vler
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Va, white house 

“PREVENTs” Task foRcE 

holds innovation summit 

     The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and the White House Domestic Policy Council hosted an in-
novation summit Sept. 23 as part of The President’s Roadmap to Empower Veterans and End the National 
Tragedy of Suicide (PREVENTS) task force. 
     The summit brought together more than 100 leading researchers, clinicians, innovators and decision mak-
ers to discuss research on public health solutions to end veteran suicide. The interagency group is charged 
with implementing a roadmap for veteran suicide prevention at the national and community levels by March 
2020. 
     “Collaboration and research are integral parts of the VA’s public health approach to suicide prevention,” 
said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “The work of the 
PREVENTS task force, like this summit, move us clos-
er to solving the problems that lead to suicide and 
ultimately finding an end to veteran suicide.” 
     Held during Suicide Prevention Month, the sum-
mit provided a unique opportunity for public and 
private sector collaboration —  to research and ex-
plore innovative ways to reach veterans in crisis — 
and provide them with support in their communi-
ties. A request for information that went out in Au-
gust generated a wealth of ideas and elicited new insights for developing a national research strategy to end 
veteran suicide. Those results will be compiled into action items as part of President Donald Trump’s March 
5, Executive Order establishing the PREVENTS task force in June. 
     Suicide is a complex national public health issue that affects communities nationwide, with more than 
45,000 Americans — including more than 6,000 veterans — dying by suicide every year.  The summit 
strengthened public-private partnerships that will identify gaps in the current suicide research environment 
and implement ideas to fill them. 
     Veterans who are in crisis or having thoughts of suicide, and those who know a veteran in crisis, can call 
the Veterans Crisis Line for confidential support available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year. 
Call 800-273-8255 and Press 1, text to 838255 or chat online at VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat. 
     Reporters covering this issue can download VA’s Safe Messaging Best Practices fact sheet or visit 
www.ReportingOnSuicide.org for important guidance on how to communicate about suicide. 
 

https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/docs/OMH-086-VA-OMHSP-Safe-Messaging-Factsheet-4-9-2019.pdf
http://www.reportingonsuicide.org/
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Va provides veterans 

fleeing domestic violence 

with housing and 

supportive services 

     The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) reminds Veterans nationwide that VA’s Supportive Services 
for Veteran Families (SSVF) and Grant and Per Diem (GPD) provide housing and other services for veterans 
experiencing domestic violence and intimate partner violence. 
     Additionally, in observance of National Domestic Violence Awareness Month, the VA’s Intimate Partner 
Violence Assistance Program will gather with internal and external national partners this October to help 
promote the department’s mission to foster healthy relationships and safety. 
      “The VA recognizes the impact domestic violence has on veterans and their families and is committed to 
raising awareness about this serious prob-
lem,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “We 
want to remind veterans in these tough situ-
ations they are not alone, and that the VA is 
here to help them access safe, stable hous-
ing and supportive services.” 
     Veterans losing their housing because 
they are fleeing domestic violence are eligi-
ble for SSVF rapid rehousing, which is an in-
tervention designed to help homeless veter-
ans and their families quickly access perma-
nent housing. The GPD program provides 
housing and supportive services to help 
homeless veterans achieve residential stability, increase their skill levels and incomes and achieve greater 
self-determination. 
     In 2017, Public Law 114-315 expanded eligibility for participation in the SSVF and GPD programs by 
broadening the definition of homeless to include any individual or family fleeing or attempting to flee do-
mestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, stalking — or other situations making it dangerous to re-
main in the home — which include situations that jeopardize the health and safety of children. Eligible vet-
erans must have no other residence and lack both the resources and support networks to obtain other per-
manent housing. 
     Click SSVF or GPD to learn more about VA’s domestic violence assistance programs. 

https://www.va.gov/homeless/ssvf/
https://www.va.gov/homeless/ssvf/
https://www.va.gov/homeless/gpd.asp
https://www.socialwork.va.gov/IPV/Index.asp
https://www.socialwork.va.gov/IPV/Index.asp
https://www.congress.gov/114/plaws/publ315/PLAW-114publ315.htm
https://www.va.gov/homeless/ssvf/
http://www.va.gov/homeless/gpd.asp
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Veterans free dental care 
     Veterans are invited to sign up for free dental care on Aspen 
Dental’s Mouthmobile.    
     For one day, Aspen Dental will provide free dental care to veter-
ans. Care includes (but is not limited to) cleanings, fillings, and ex-
tractions.  
     Veterans should call to make an appointment as Aspen Dental 
cannot guarantee care for walk-ins. Make an appointment by call-
ing Dick Ambrosius at 605.271.7256. 
 The Mouthmobile will be available on Tuesday, October 15, 
from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm (CT) in Downtown Sioux Falls (exact location TBA). 

Va secretary visits sd 
     United States Veteran Affairs Secretary Robert Wilkie visited the VABHHC yesterday as part of a tour of 
VA facilities in four states. During a sit down meeting with Governor Noem, South Dakota Congressional 
delegation and community leaders, Wilkie discussed access to 
services, transportation, private providers, and suicide data.  
At the conclusion of the meeting, Wilkie agreed to make an-
other trip to South Dakota to visit the VA facilities in Hot 
Springs.   
  Wilkie also did a question and answer session with the West 
River American Indian Veterans Advisory Council. The meeting 
was held at The Retired Enlisted Association post in east Rapid 
City.   
     Present at the meeting were tribal veterans service officers 
from Standing Rock, Oglala, Rosebud, and Cheyenne River 
Sioux Tribes, representatives from the states congressional 
offices, subject matter experts from the VA Black Hills and 
SDDVA Field Service Officer Will Huffmon. 
     Sec. Wilkie started off the session with remarks regarding 
his experience with Native American culture via his upbringing 
in Oklahoma and current areas of focus as the Secretary to 
include tele-heath and addressing veteran suicide.  Once the 
floor was open to questions, the topics discussed included lim-
ited access to network coverage in rural and tribal areas in re-
spect to tele-health, the ongoing need for “boots on the 
ground” mental health care services, and the need to clarify the current memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) between the VA and Indian Health Services (IHS).   
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WILLS FOR 

HEROES 
 



P A G E  7  S O U T H  D A K O T A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  V E T E R A N S  A F F A I R S  
S O U T H  D A K O T A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  M I L I T A R Y  



P A G E  8  S O U T H  D A K O T A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  V E T E R A N S  A F F A I R S  
S O U T H  D A K O T A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  M I L I T A R Y  



P A G E  9  S O U T H  D A K O T A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  V E T E R A N S  A F F A I R S  
S O U T H  D A K O T A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  M I L I T A R Y  

Oct 7—Military Honors Ceremony for Unaccompanied Veterans—Black Hills National Cemetery (20901 Pleasant  
              Valley Drive—Sturgis—9:00 am (MT) 
Oct 10—Take Back the Night—Multicultural Center—Sioux Falls (515 N. Main Avenue) 5:30 pm—7:00 pm (CT) 
Oct 12—Mission VI Midwest Honor Flight Welcome Home Ceremony—Sioux Falls Convention Center—9:00 pm (CT) 
Oct 14—State Offices Closed  
Oct 17—Trail Ridge Health and Wellness Fair—12:00—4:00 pm (CT) 
Oct 18—Expo for Her—Sioux Falls Arena—2:00—9:00 pm (CT) 
Oct 18—ERLS Wills for Heroes—Sioux Falls VA Medical Center—Room D39 (2501 W. 22nd Street)—9:00 am—4:00   
                pm (CT) 
Oct 23—SD Veterans Council Meeting—PVA Headquarters (209 N. Garfield Avenue)—Sioux Falls—10:00 am (CT) 
Nov 2—Second Annual Hangar Dance (Midwest Honor Flight Benefit)—Mid America Museum of Aviation—     
     Sioux City, IA—7:00 pm (CT) 
Nov 2—BHSU Hero Appreciation Game— Lyle Hare Stadium—Spearfish—1:00 pm (MT) 
Nov 5—Veteran Stand Down and Resource Fair—Rapid City Rushmore Plaza Civic Center—10:00 am—2:00 pm (MT) 
Nov 11—State Offices Closed 
Nov 15—ERLS Wills for Heroes—Sioux Falls VA Medical Center—Room D39 (2501 W. 22nd Street)—9:00 am—4:00   
                pm (CT) 
Dec 3—Governor Noem’s Budget Address 
Dec 9—Wreaths Across America Wreath Laying Ceremony—Flaming Fountain Veterans Memorial at Capitol Lake in 
     Pierre—11:00 am (CT) 

2020 
Jan 14—State of the State Address 
Jan 15—SD Veterans Council Legislative Reception 
Feb 21-23—American Legion Mid Winter Conference—Arrowwood Resort and Conference Center—Oacoma 
Mar 27-29—SD Vietnam and Era Veterans Reunion—Dakota Sioux Casino—Watertown 
May 15-17—DAV State Convention—Brookings 
Jun 18-21—American legion State Convention—Huron 

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military http://military.sd.gov 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs http://vetaffairs.sd.gov 

Soldiers and Sailors Building  -  425 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-8242  

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us 
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